BIOL209: Introduction to Abstracts
Components of an Abstract 
       Submit a 250-300 word abstract which includes the following components:
A) Research Question/Background
B) [bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose/Hypothesis
C) Experimental Design
D) Results
E) Conclusion
F) Future Directions 

Rubric for Evaluating Scientific Abstracts
Title (5 pts)
Does the title describe the research performed?  Is it appropriate for the work that was done?  Is the title properly oriented at the top of the abstract?  Are the researchers’ names and affiliations listed below the title?
Title Score: ____ of 5
Background information (10 pts)
Is the background material presented concisely?  Is it clear why this research should be done and/or how the information might be useful? Does the background information lead us to the purpose or hypothesis?
	Background Score: ____ of 10
Purpose/Hypothesis (10 pts)
Is the purpose or hypothesis (one or the other) clearly stated?  Is it reasonable?  It is accurate?
	Purpose/Hypothesis Score: ____ of 10
Methods (15 pts)
Are the methods described concisely, logically, and accurately?  Are the most important methods summarized?  Are less important details appropriately omitted?  Can the reader picture what was done and how measurements were made?  Do the methods appropriately aligned to examine the hypothesis?
	Methods Score: ____ of 15
Results (20 pts)
Are the results reported clearly?  Do the results align with the purpose and methods?  Are the results of the statistical test clearly reported and correctly interpreted?
	Results Score: ____ of 20
Conclusion (10 pts)
Does the conclusion address the hypothesis?  Does it state associations (i.e., it does not say something is “proven”)?  Is it clear and concise?  Is it supported by the results?							   
Conclusions Score: ____ of 10
Future Directions (10 pts)
Are future directions stated? Are they logical next steps?  Are they clear and concise?  
Future Directions Score: ____ of 10
Discussion (10 pts)
Does the author relate conclusions to what was expected or already known?  Do they list any shortcomings or limitations?  
	Additional discussion Score: ____ of 10
Miscellaneous (10 pts)
Grammar, sentence structure, punctuation, appropriate terminology and spelling; logical flow of ideas, overall conciseness; word count.
	Miscellaneous Score: ____ of 10
Total: ____ of 100
